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THE DUANE STREET DISASTER

Coroner's Investigation
Over the Victims.

EVIDENCE OF EYE WITNESSES.

The Falling of the Roof
Described.

A MEMORIAL MASS.

Death Traps Found in Theatres
and Churches.

WHAT IS NEEDED.

The loveatigation Into the canses of the Mling
of the wall of the Shaw butldiog upon the roof of
Bt. Andrew’s church—by which Mary G. Connors
wae (nstantly killed and by whicn the cougrega-
ton of the church were so infuriased or crazed
with fear that in their Nightto the street they
trampled four other persons to death—was begun
pesterday morniog in the Coroners' Office. Toe
ruoms were crowded. District Attorney Fhelps
was present, his appearance being a response to
the lolowing letter sent bim on Saturday :—

Copowxn's Orriox, New Yorx, Feb I8 1674
Deir Sin—You will have perceived hr the
)ﬂnhgn the examination of witnessea In the muatter
of the Duane street calamity will commmenee tu-morrow
day, March 1), atten o'clock A, M., at this office. As
Iﬂa an nnusual case, [ invite the Distriot Attorney to
present, either In person or by a repressntalive.
werything has been done so ler by me to insure a (+ir
nd rigd luvestigation, A jury has been secured. com-
sod  of wall-known cltizens, every one of whom |
above suspicion, and [ desire that nothing shall be laft
pndons to secure nin ympartinl and jost Investigation. 1
am, dear sir, with high consideration, your ohedisnt
servan ANTHONY LICKHOFF, Coroner,
To B.lk. Pnzurs, Esq., District Attorney.

In opening the case Uorover Eickhoff sald:—
“We will now proceed to inguire what was the
first cause of the deaths of Mary G. Connors,
Michael McQarthy and three other unfortunate
persons who 108t their lives on thie evening of the
2§th daay of last month In B8t. Andrew's churoh,
whither they wentin devout moods, thoughtless
of dying before the altar. Somebody must De re-
sponsible for cansing their deaths. The wind s
not the only culprit, The storm which occurred
on the evening mentioned was not unusoally
pevere, yet it overtorew the wall of a building.
What 13 needed from this investigation is sbe dis-
govery of whoever 18 to blame for allowing an
Infrm wall to stand until a blast carries it down."

REV. THOMAS CARBOLL
was the first witness cailed. His testimony was
as follows:—I live at St. Stepben's church and am
& clergyman ; on the evening of February 25, 1875,
1 was 1n Bt. Andrew’s church; T had been called
there to preach; [ was preaching lor about twenty
minutes, when I peard the wind blowing against
the window; I stopped and 1eflected, as the wind

was very strong, and then contlpoed
my discourse; soon aiterward 1 saw
gnd heard the plastering coming down{
from the celling of the church on |

the ecast side;
wasa great panlo and confusiom, and I, at that
time, was unable to form an idea of the danger; I
thought the wind had lfied toe roof off or had
blown in the side wall; the dust preventea me
Irom appreclating the exact state ol the church at
the time; 1 escaped Irom the church with the
others, but returned afterward; I went through
the sacristy door, and then through the base-
ment; I went to the Park Hospital, and anointed

immediately afterward there |

the people who were lying wounded there; that

svening was the first time I wasinthe church,
and I was not aware of any danger.

PATRICKE F, MULDOON
testified a8 follows:—Iam & roundsman of police,
attached to the Twenty-eixth precioet; on the

eyeniug of February26 1 was attending services |
Father Oarroll was |

in 8St. Andrew’s charch;
preaching; about twenty minutes past elght
o'clock | heard & rumbling nolse which I thoughs
wap caused by a number of empty ice carts golng
through the atreet; | was sitting 1o the body of the

shurch; I heard s crash and saw mortar, bricks |

and airt falllng and a number of people weare
tbrown down;

fanger was all over; 1think the first nolse was

made by the tumbiing of the loose bricks upon the | pojy was sombre., The altar clotns were black, |
siates of the roof of the churehi I think that & few |

seconds eiapsed between when 1 heard the strange
rumblng and the time I heard the crash and saw
the plaster and bricks falling into the churen;
after the crash a great number of people were
fjumplog over the side of the mallery lnto the body
of the church; 1 caught 1o my arms one woman
who had been hanging to the side ol the galiery;
then some more bricks came down, and I retreaten
two pews; Father Curran asked me to go U0 the
front door and get the other DALl of the
doorway open; one lalfl was already
ppen; the people were Iying agalost tue
door, and 1t was found that their pres-
pura alope Xkept 1t olosed, as it was nos
bolted; wnen ihey were removed the door was
easily gponed; | cannot say Low the door of toe
church opened ; passing the stairs leaaing to the
gallery on the eart side I noticed & numoer of
women with “their faces looking up the stairs,
holding on to the handrall or sumetiing else, aod
It was with difmculty that they coald ge Témoved ;
I remained at the middle door by Father Curran’s
direction; the firemen acon came ; I noticed =ome
men pelling women oul (ol under the ruins and
heur cries for assistance; I saw  Jour
persons dead In  Sweeny’s Hotel, but
dia not see any dead in Lhe'cuursh; I reached tne
front door by going over the backs of pPews 4 part
o the way, and then went into the alsle and
fcked mp A& wWoman wWho Was mMoaning; some
eople were lying In the vesnbule, and 1 had o
waik over them to get to the staircase leading fo
the east side lery; | do not know where the

nple wera killed; there are thiree doors ou
gmne sireet beside the door on City Hall place,
¥ which peopie can leave the church: did not
know the walls were dangerous; had never any
Intimation to that effect; heard ac the time o! the
fire that they might jall upon the chareh,

LOULS K. ROUSE

was the third witness, snd said:—I live at No. 81
Em street; on vhe evening of February 26 I was

the vestry of 8t. Andrew’s church; | was acting |

B8 usher; Lbere were auout 800 people in tue
phureh, all sittng; [ was sittiog in & chair; ao-
pther usher was in the vestry with me; | heard
the ratthng ol the windows and thought that nail
was knocking agaiost toem; Father Carroli stop-

ed preuching for A woment; very soon there was
Rcrun and some of the peopla arose and came

soward the wvestry; wen' duwn stairs
sod opened the D{Lutc door leading from
City | place the vestry; when |
pened the duor & Imoney hox lell in

ont of me; people were jumping out of the win-
fows; | turnad biuck and went up tne vestry stairs
ko keep the people in line as they Were comin
down; | heard screams from Lhe vesnibuie, and
ran down the middle aisle to the (roat Jdoor and
found ¢ partiy open; | weni to the east door snd
foiind it only hall opeu; the other hall was boltea
at the top, and the Nremen and police were trylog
to wet tne crowid back to get Lheé (00r onen; 1 no.
ticed several persous on tie grouud, amoug them
the boy Peency; they were lying in the vestibuie
BL tua foot of the stairs on the east fide of the
chureh; there was pothing to prevent the

people at the eastern door {rom leaving It and |

Buiug out of the widdle door.
JAMES J, WYNN

E
testifled e follows ;=1 live at No, 42 Park street |

apd am telegraph operator ut Pofice Hemdgoar-
teis; on the syening of February 46 | was altend-
Ing services \n St. Apdrew's courch; | was seated
po the west mide of the centre alsie; | heard a
rombie [ike that of o tornedo passing over the
city; I heard a crash and aimosy immediately
alterward another crash, and looking up [ saw
e rool coming t; the sisies now becams 0ded
with people, und there wak a great panio and coun.
fasion; | got up aun made wy way to the centre
floor, which was hill open; | endeavored Lo reach
the vell, vut conld not on fecouut of Lthe pushing
ind burrying of the crowd; | saw a pros
frate  womin  at  the ceontre door, and
B YOUung man trymng to wiard off the erowd from
her; | helped to ralse ber ap: | poticed the crowd
AL 08 sast door and eard sie crush ol tie brenk-
mg of the casing of the stuirs there; when the
CARINE HAVE Way Al not cee any people fll; 1
EhinK the erown was 80 dense that no ane could
fall; they wore an the wildest confusion stid
haried themseives sgainst ooe anotoer; | think
the westerly door was eloEed
people in the galiery on that siae from interfering
with the other peaple; when | Orst got into the
vesubule Lhere wore two stroams ol peopie from
the east and west sides trriug to get ont of the

eentre door; | cannot say whether at any time |
SRy persen closud the eastern dyor to prevent |

| of the fire 1 was In the baement of the charch

:-oylo from passing out that way; my impression |
that the door was not clused.
DARTHOLOMEW BUCKLEY,

being sworn, testified :—! live at No. 17 City Hall |
piace; on the eveuinyg ol Feuruary 25 | was 1o the
middie aisle of St Andrew'a churen; [ frst heard |
arattiing of the windows of the churcn; the peo-

i then appented to become (rizbtened: then [
gcar:l a crashiug, and, looking ap, | 2aw a Lol¢ o
thé celling near the aitdr, aod almost jmmedi-
ately aiterward pnother crash, and apother hole
was made mn the celling; there was great con-
fusion i1n the congregation; | got up wnd went
int~ the middle aiae, where | wpa caught vy the
surging erowd and carried out of the miadie door,

which was about three-quarters opeu;
wus  carried oat W the  stoop; afters
ward [ went Into the ehurech agam and

SAW A YOUNE man in lhef?&lmry calllng oas for the
people (o Keep quiet; Oficer Muldoon alno called
out for the people to Keepqulet in the gallery, and
not to throw themselves upon the people below
less than two miuutes niterward the firemen
came and went up stalrs; | went with them lnto
the eastern galery; 1saw one body—a woman's—
betng carried out by the firemwen; sbe had been
found 1n the gallery under some ruins; [ think the
firemen may have climbed inio the guilery, asl
saw & |adder staodioyg sgainst jv: woen [ first
heard tne rattling of the windows Father Carroll
wié preaching: be stopped his discourse for s
moment &t the time; he Lad spoken probably five
or HIXx wordsalter he had resumeu preaching
when the crash came,
REV., MIOHAEL OURRAN

gl\'a the following evidence :—J] am the pastor of

t. Andrew's church, and o the evening of Feb-
ruary 25 [ was In the churcn; Faiber Carroll was
preaching; we were going oo with our devotlons
wheo | peard a heavy crash, wmelh was (o me like
a loud clap of thunder after a vivid fash of ligh'-
ning; the windows nad rattled belore the crash
cume; | galied out for the peopla to run; the
pries'a leit the aitar, and [ enueavored to Keep
guiet by calling a* the top of my voice; there was

reat conlusion, and people were runping about—
he SLYODE TOOMIDK OVer the weaw; the deors
were all open; I saw no dead in the chureh; no
one has spuken t¢ me about toe danger of the wall
jalling sinoe the Ure; at the time, and duriog the
fire, | was warnea by some oMioers Lo Keep WWay
from the wull, &3 It was dangerous; aiter the fire
wns over I liad no wnumation of the ARngerous
condition ef that wall; 1 think that toere were
abuoul 30 people In each gullery oo the ulght of
the catastropbe; aiter the fire I'wos told Ly tne
insurance aurhorities to go on and AX up the
church which had been damaged by the flames;
pait of the auves of the chureh Lad been bnrnuli
and some slata had been broken; the carpers and
rome of the ornaments of the church nad been
injured by the lpse vurating; some holes had to
be cut through the foor to allow the waler to run
through into the sand; S0 1 a8 [ KDow no exam-
nation has veen mide of the means of egress [rowm
the church.

REV. EDWARD J. FLYNN

testifled :—[ am assistant pastor of 5t, Andrew's
clhureh; on the evening ol February 26 I wasin |
81, Andrew's church; | was seated In the ghoir |
gallery l1stenlong to the sermon ol Father Carroll;
the presching hard been golng on for aboul twenty |
minutes when there was a sound of rushing wind |
which rattied the windows: almost immedintely
alterward tbere seemed to be a second gale;
Father Uarroll stopped =peaking for n moment
and then resumed; almost immediately alter-
wurd I heard & crash, and looking toward the

enst  mae saw @& hole In the osil-
ing: there was a plank of peculjar
shapes comin through the aperture, It

wad long and sharpeued at ihe lower end; in Its
descent |t seemed to be retarded by some power
out ol sight: golug Into the western gallery | saw
its occupants rushlog and pushing to get down
ptalrs; tne Btalrouse was crowded with 8 mass of
hnmanity, made up priocipally ol women, old and
young, and Iftele giris: all were frantueally tryine
to reach the loot of the atalrs, but they were so
packed together that they could Dot move; a little
girl In the crowd appeiled to me 10 Tescus

toem. It masters butlittle to the victim whether |

be be burned to death iu the body of the edifice or
m the lobbles. There Is, in fact, more hope for
eacape If the doors dividing the lobby from thne

main budy of the ehurch were closed, for In that |

case, retreat being cut off, tne audience would
paturally resort to the windows uf & means of
escape. Ouce Jammed Into & lobby between two
lines of doors opening lo opposite directions, as
these Inspections show most of our churches are |
construcied, all means of egress are cut off and
retreat to the main body Is rendersd tmpossidle. |
NECESSARY FRECAUTION
would suggest that during religlous services all
outer doors should be lastsned back so as to
permit free exit, yet there I8 no Iaw on our stat-

ute books providiog lor such gnard against acecl-
dent or sudden pupie, How far sextons and
usliers resort to this precautlon (o prevent acois
dent 18 shown by the list published yesterday,
from wiich it appeara that out of 170 churches
vistted, the front doots ot
BUT ONE AHE LEFT OPEN

doring the services, Architects who were visited. |
yesterday agree that the only commoR sénse way
of providing means of egress from a church in case
ol papicis by Bavieg the inner doors open out-
wardly and by having the outer dcors wide onen
during the euntire service, If It 18 found thup
the weather 18 tou cold to leave the outer
doors open, a double door should be provided
at the maln entruuces. The outer ones Bhould |
BWIng Doth WayK, 80 thas. they would be self.clos- |
Ing and sout oot the dralt, while the second or |
heavy one should be fa=rened back. Ar the conelu-
s1on of Lhe services they could be secured, ind she
©ost 10or this extra aocor oulside ol the maio door
would be a mere trifle compared with the security
It would give to ltle, It {8 to be regrected that we
have no lawa at all adequate to guard Against the
dangers relerred to, Too much 18 lelt entirely Lo
the judgment and

CAPRICE OF THE INSPECTOR
of the Building Department, who 1s not always
guted with sucient inteliigence to detect the
dapger or the grmness 'o enforce his cemands,
The sectlon of the luw regu'ating all buildings of
& pubiic character, Inoluding hotels, ohurohes,
theatres, school houses, restaurants, ratiroad |
depots, public halls, &e., 18 to be lound 1o chapter
626, passed April 20, 1871, section 20:—

In all bulldings of a publie character aiready erscted
or hereatier to be bullt in sald clty, such as hotels,
churcties, thoaires, school houses, restaurauts, railroad
depots, publie halls and other buildings used or intended |
to D¢ used 1or purposes of public mmuspinent or INstrue-
tion, the halls, doore, stalrwiys. soats and alsles shall be
A0 Arranged as to facilitaie egress in cases of fre or
acctient, and to afford the seamisite and proper accon-
modation lor the publle protectlon in sueh cnses;

nd all alsles and passagewava 1o said  bulldings |

||\|'r||.|’.n1:I to purposes of amusement or !.nyrunrl::n |
e kept free from cwmnp  stools;  chalrs,
sofas snd other obstructions during any rloem.-
ance, service, cxhibition, Iecture, coneert, ball, or
any pubiic assemblage ; and the Superintendent of Butla-
Ings uay nl any tme serve & written or printed notice

| upon ths owner, legser, or mapager of any of sald build-

arrangement of the suud bulidinogs and the several ap-
pllanees therewith vonuuclud,nucﬁuns halle, doors, stairs,
windows, seats, aisles and escnpes, ns to aftord the
greatest possibie security to the publie in the uses to
which they may be severnlly apphed.

1t will be observed that the wording of the law
18 very Inaefinite, while very generally il makes
no provision as tw how thase doors and other |
modes 01 emptylng & churca or theatre shall be
consirated, uat is leit encirely to the Inspector.
Toe law, however, provides a fine of $60 for any |
violatlon, such as placiug camp st00ls or

CHAIRE IN THEATRE AISLES,

This act by no means meets the requirements
a8 regards churches, !lcl'_llJDi houses and theatres.
Mr. MeGregor, the late Superinteudent ol Bulid- |

|
|
|
|

ings, directing any nct or thing to he done in or about the |
|
|

Inge, in toe session of L1871 spent muany weeks at
the Leglsiplure enoesavoriog Lo sécure a siringent
law, bub be wet with 80 muocl opposition in every

ner, and I endeavored to pull her out | step he took, from architects and Guliders, that
of the erowd; I wished then to clear | this lmperiect act was all that could be obtained.
tne staircase, and 1 called wupon several | The present Legislature ahouid not adjourn with-
gentlemen Lo ASRISL e 10 clearing it; thelr efforts | out fm.\pp.lmt with this. subject. Striogent laws
and mine soon overcams the crush om the siair | sboull be passed detining bow each door and

case; tie people in the gallery were quietea and
were allowed to go down stulrs 10 twos, threes or
fours; after arranging thiongs in the galtery 1 went
down stalrg, and in the vestioule I saw 8 woman
who was evidenily dyiog; | sdministered the
rites of the Church 1o her and then went into the
atreet, where there was a great crowd collected; |
I returned to the chureh and procured some Neces-
#arv articles beiore I went to the Park Hospital,
where 1 administered the rites of the Cnurcn to
the sufferers: | also weal to the Sixth precioct
statlen house, bul not to Swesny's Hotel; I
saw no deaa Iin the church; on the morning

saving some things, and 1 heard Father Curran
say ne had been warned oy the eugineer that the
wall might be dangerous; Fatner Carran warned
me; alter the fire | bad no intmation whatever
of danger.

stairway stould be constructed in every public
bullding, and fixing 4 heavy penalty upon caureh
officers or theatrics]l managers who lock in un au-

ol emergency. 1s gratliying 10 know that man-
agers of places of public amusement are now very
generally complying with =uch suggestione ns the

| lDBpectors make lor the belter securicy of ille.

With a view ol covering tne responsibliity of the

day called at 1he Department of Duildings and ap-
mied to tue Secretary, Mr. Donaldson, for inlormi-
ton. This gentlemuan, Who I8 always prompt to
give any inlormation the department may EBug-
geat, smred that the department exercire,
through i1ta inspectors, careful scrutlny over aill
bullaings where people congregate, and, o far ag
1t can, nnder the wmperfect law, entorees 1'. The
theatres have In tne past given the department

| were singiog. the first hymo.

| Drisler,

dience by ciuemﬂma means of quick exit in case |

non-complinnce with the law, the writer yester- |

I jumped up on my seat and |
begged tne people to remaln quiet, as the |\ poprnedjor, The mass had & peculiar solemniy |

to prevent tne |

The inguest was adjourned until this morning at
ten o'clock. =" "

THE MEMORIAL MASS,
EERVICES AT BT. PETER'S CHUECH—SYMPATHY
MANIFESTED,

There was A beautiful rellglous service im 8t
Peter's churcn yesterday morning at ten o'clock.
| It was designed to prooure reposs lor the soculs of
| the Ave unfortunate beings who were killed al-
| mowt before the aitar in St. Andrew's church on
Tharséay night Iast, and It was termed & “me-
morial mass.” 7The church was crowded with
| people. Sympatbhy aod pity for the (ate of the
victims drew them together and inspired
| them to pray fervently toat they shbould mot
guffer o the hereafter who  have fels
excessive anguish bhere.
| & mournful interest for many peopls of fatth dif-
ferent Ilrom the creed of the dead who were

| and sorrowlul character. kEverything and every-

and the vesiments of the priests and the cassocks

ol the acolytes were of the same raveu hue,

| _The celebrant of the mass was the Rey. Father

| Michael Curran, the pastor of st, Andrew's churen.

| The duty of condueting services for the beneflt of
the souls 0f his deceased DATiShIOuers was one ap-
propriate for hiu, bul 16 muat bave carried witn
1L Anguishing thought and must have wrought
mental pietures of disaster and death torturing
to the amiable old priest. Tne deacon In the
mass was Kev. Father Heury, and the subdeacon
Fatber Corley, of st Perer's church, Aflter

the tirst Gospel the Rev, Father 0'Farrell ascended |

to the altar snd delived & brief address on the re-
ligtous lesson of the calamity by which the five
numan beings, Ior whode souls the mas< was cel-
enrated, had Been hurried out of the world., He
urged upon his hearers the fact that the disaster

eniorces the lact  that @ Christan should
live #0 as 10 be aiways prepared for
aeath, No one can rell when ihe Sumimons may

come to lim. A churcli secms to people to be &
‘ place Into which death cannot et (eor; yeu these
poor peuple were siricken down o the sanctuary
1o which they had always rels themselves to be
| smie. Fapher O'Farrell referred feslingiy to toe
efect whicn the disaster Duws upon the lite of the
. Rev. Father curran, a priest who, after ity years
of Fervice in the ministry, meets s greatest mis-
tortune. Father Curran has been the (riend, the
| parent, tne brother, the essential relative to every
ope ol his parishloners.  He nas regarded them
all am the giits of God to Mmself, and the mislor-
tune which has fallen snd toached so many
of them urings W him
snfferings. Fatner O'Farreil’s sermon deeply im-
pressed Nis hearers, aud when Lhe reverana gen-
tieman invived the peopic belore him to contribute
rowarid benefliting the familles of the dead and
wouunded, generous responses were made to nls
appeal.

CHURCHES AND THEATRES.

THE LIFE GUARDS REQUIRED IN THEM—START-
LING BTATEMENTS BY THE INSPECTOR—DEATH
| IN THE CHURCH, THE THEATRE AND SCHOOL-

ROUM.
| The recent deplorable accldent at St. Andrew's
| church, by which so many lives were lost and so
| large o number of devout worshippera maimed, bas

called attention to n subject to which the HERALD
has often alinded. Time and again the
| HERALD nas commented upon the danger attend.
ing religious services in our crowded churches
and witnessing the amuscments given our people
by tlie managers who cater to metropolitan thea-
tre-goers; yot these warnings have, In a great
measure, been In vain, and to-day there are hon-
dreds of pluces lu this city where large numbers
congregate that are
DEATH TRAPS
| of the most dangerous character. This is snown
in toe list of church ingpections that appeared
| In yesterday’s HEsALD, These examinations were
made by a corpa of careful Inspeciors sent out
| direetly (rom the office, and they show the follow-
| ing alarming state of thing«:—

Numuper of doors opening oltwirdee .ooveeieiannnnae
Number of doors nlpcuhm imward, u

Number of doors siiding beek. . ...
Number of doors left open during sorvice

""" 4558

| Total churehes inspected, ..
| These fgures tell a wile that shonid be headed
| by every worshipper in our elty churches. Church
| mremtectore certalnly requires a great revolution

when we find that out ol 170, 123 ol the outer doors
| sWing InWardiy, thus supply ing a certain blockade
o egress in the evenb of a sudden panic such
as seized the congregation of 8t Andrew's on
Tunraday utght, and oifering the barvestar Death
pmple upportunities vo uge his sojthe to effect.
In neariy ull pur churches the doors dividing the
lobby (rom the amdltorinm swing outward, thuos
enabling the audisnce to be eastly empried 1o case
of emergency into the looty,  But wnat s the ade-
vantags of this precaution if the outer doors are
foand clused, and they caunot be opened owing to

The service had beside |

the most polgnant |

sevene 100 |

much trouole; but the Inspections are 8o irequent
and the watchfuiness of the ipspectors 8o warked
tnat he considered they were well protected, Mr.
Donaidson introduced the reporier to Dr, Silsbee,
Inspector of Theatres, who sat down and cheer-
:tln.ur communicated the resulis of his examina.
ons.
QONDITION OF THE THEATRES,
Inspeoctor Slisbes BlAles Lhal under the above
law tie department has lald down certain rules
arding theatrea. In the first place, aa rega da
“fire guards,’” he reports that 1n every theatrs
from lourto eight fire extunguishers are to ba
placed on ihe stage. Then there snall be kept as
many wWaler bockels as the inspector may orderg
| runnlng [rom ten Lo twenty-lour, aocording to the
size of the stage. In pluces where there are ballet
| erformances & number of wet biankets ars to be
| leit on each corner of the stage to throw over giris
whose clotnes may become ignited. Jn such tnea-
tres a8 Booth's and the Grana Opera House tney
; also provide watler sprays over the flies, by which,

iIn ocase ol B re, they cam et on &
heavy shower of water to extinguish (it
The Grand Opers House has, in addition, &

water spray 1o the celllng by which the audience
| can be instantly covered by & snower of water
and the progress of the Mre checked.
| class theatres the department requires s an addi-

, & balf to twu Incnes diameser on each side ol the
atage to cover It, nxes to cut away machinery and
other necessaries, Tuey bave gas jets protected
by wire screens to prevent fire.

EGRESS IN CASE OF FIRE,

The department tnrough 1ts inspectors regulate
the widtn ol stalrways, alsies, et¢., accoraing to
tbe nuwmber ol seats in a beuch. The aisle should
at all times be irom three o loar feel wide, He
reporta thit the |aw preventing the employment

| of camp stools and chawrs 10 the alsies 18 generally

complied witb. There I8 one exceprion, whete

they are used, nnd aithough repeatedly re-
ported the managers stili persist 1o open.y violat-
ing the law. The inspectorexhibited to the writer
his book showing that 1n Feornary he reported
violations of this character several times, ond

stateu that aiter being reported they wounld for a

day or two discontinne their nse, out althongn

tirere 18 o foe ol ity doilars for each violation,
they resume thelr ase.
WALLAUK'S AND BOOTH'S THEATRES,

1n this purticular sometimes violate the law, and

yesterday the Inspector reports he nm.lllBJ the

managers of Booih's, Wallack' and another the-
atre to discontinue camp stools and chairs in
the aisles, He reports that with the exception al-
ready noted all @xXhioil a readiness to comply, As
to Booth's and Walluck's the violation 18 only tech-
nical, s8 their wisles are so wide that ihey haye
room enough in aisies and loobies to put in chatrs
and would be entitied to piace benches rhere in-
stead (f they so desired, The doors of theaires, he
reports, is & matier (eit to the inspectors,

IN THE PARE THEATRE

a8 originally opened the inspectors found that the

entire suditorium, seating about 1,200 people,

opeped through an eight foot stairway Lo the
| Broadway lobby. They ordered an additionul
| stalrway opeuing from the second balcony into

the hall of the adjoining builaing on Broadway,
| the door iromn the parquet widened Irom five to
ten feet, and the stalrway conoecting it with tue
maln exit extended toren leet. These orders wers
complied with, and It now requires hnt five min-
| utes to empty the theatre, where it formerly took

eleven minutes. At this point the writer put the
| question, “ls thers a siugle theatre in the oty

| now without sufMcient means of egresa ¥ “No, 1

| tulok not, with one exception.

THE METROPOLITAN THEATRE,
| They formerly had two lour-1oot
emptying the fArst Lalcony into oDe lour-100T
| stairway. Yon can ima the danger here. We
haa 1t changed 80 that the two four-foot stalrways
emptied Into an elgnt-100t BEAITWAY.
AT DALY'S NEW THEATRE
we fina_that we had vriginglly no protection |
| againat flre In the shape ol duors hetween the
| siage und greenroum, 0 as to prevent tie fire |
rushing up the spiral stairway for four storles, |
where are located tue dressing rooms and ward.
robe. The chunges wers at once made by the in- |
troduction ol iron doors, And & bridge was erected |
connecting the upper Adoors ol the tbeatre with
an adjoining buliding.
IN THE STADT THEATRE,
the winter belore last we found several of the up- |
right columus supporung the balconies roteen |
and reported them. They were ordered to make
the place secure, but declined. Mr., Adsws then

| aent men down to do the work, but they then did
it themselves, and we compelled them to put in

| shirty-seven of these column supporis before we
considered {t sate. I'hey wers compeiled, niso, to |
mithe additionsl openings= Irom every balcony, so

| shat each balcony now has an extira meaus of dis-
charging 118 oocoupants,

Iuspector Stishes stated that the

EXAMINATION OF THE CHURCHES
was a leature that did not come upier nis super-

| wision, Tney were usualiy covered by the district

| Inspectors, wnd are geoerally bult according to
law. His experience, |s that generally the doors

leading from the main body ol the churen open

outwurdly, and he did not Know a single church
where Lhey open inwardly, The outside doors
usunily open outwardly or are matened back dur-

Ing Hervice.  Sometimes Lhey have tewporary

doors put (n 10 exelude the aiy wrpm the lobbies,

while the main dours are lastenad back., Accord

Ingly the departmeut naa fouad the doors hnng

wrong and had them changed, Ushers sare sia-

vioned in all churehes and theatres, whose duty it

18 thie mMoment service 18 over, or the curtun talls, |

or in the event of & panie, 10 opon the doora -

gtantly, Toey are carefully instroeted i thelr
dubies, and 1 they act promptly there is little dan-

ger of the aulience heing blovked o,

sSuch were the results of the Investigations of

W representative of the HERALD yesterduy. From

them the render will see that the IWWs are entiresy

mauequate 10F the protection of e In theatres,
places of wmusement, antl no doubt the same is
true of many of our scnools, colleges and hotels,

stalrw

In all firsc |
tional “fi-e gnard” sullcient hose of froin one and |

| groves, lor the homictde of William

provision in the form of heavy fines for any viola-
tions of the laws,

A CONGREGATION LOCEED IN IN FIFTH AVENUE.
To THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD !—

Last evening | attended service at the Collegiate
Relormed [Dutch church, corner of Fiith avenue
aod Twenty-ninth street. | was a littie jate. They

The orntre doora
were locked; u notice was posted to go to the
side doors, Ir an alarm o)

opeuing wwardly.

Very vespectiully,
MARCH 1, 1875, s . ¥

SAFETY.
A CORRECTION,
NEW Yorx, Maroh 1, 1874,
To THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD i—
In your report to-day oo the chureh doors you'
ciass Hi. Alphonsus’ church, in Bouth Fifth ave-
nue, as having its doors open Inwardly. Please

low us to A&y tNAL yOUr reporters were misiaken,
&8 all of the seven street doors 1n our ghurch open
ountwardly, and ¥,000 persons can pass ous in four
minutes. THE REDEMPTORIST FATHERS,

NEW YORK CITY.

The month of March opened yesterday with a
snowstorm, foliowed by hail, and it was very cold.

Owing to the lliness of Mr. Strahan, counsel for
Soperintendent Walling, the Lrial of that oMicial
Wwiis postponed until Friday.

A slight fire yesteraay morning om the third

foor of No. 83 Jackson street was caused by a
kerosene lamp explosion. Damage $100.

Palloni Giovant, cook on the bark Prince, lylog

at pler No. 64 Eust River, had his hand caught by |

A hawser and wus severely injured yesterday.

The Tammany Soclety beld I8 regular monthly
meeting last night, when among others Mayor
Traphagen, of Jersey City, and Copgressman
Meade were iniliated.

On February 20 the City Chamberialn had of
city funas £674.247. He recelved |ast week
$300,800, disbursed $5605,715, and had a balance on
hand on Saturaay of $710,481. :

Mrs. Bbhepard will, at three P. M, to-day, read a
paper on “Knowlenge of Good and Evil, the Basls
of Morality,” beiore the Women's SBocial Educa-
tional Society, at No. 44 Unilon square.

James MecDermott, aged nineteen, residing at
No, 320 Wess Forty-elgnth street, was run over and
dangerously injurea at the corner of Chambers
and Centre stieets, The driver, Charles Waguoer,
Was arrested.

Dr. Willlam Hibbard, formerly Presldent of the
Bowery Fire Insurance Company, was buried yes-
terday Irom Bt. Panl's Methodlst Enlgcopal churen,
Hishop James omelating. The remains were in-
terred at Yonkers,

The Anclent Britops’ (Weish) Benefit Soclety |

held it8 annual meeting yesterday and elected
the following oMeers:—Evan Jones, President;
David E. Rees, Vies President: Willam Lewis,
Secretary; John J, Thomas and William R, Martin,
sSwewards,

The New York Neurological Soclety held Ita
eleventh regular meetiog last evening at the Col-
lege ot Paysiclans and Surgeons., Ow'ng to the
inclement weather but few members were in at-
tendance and the meeting was adjourned until
next week.

Marianne, wife of ex-Surrogate Alexander W.

Bradford, was burled yesterday irom the Church |

of the Transfiguravion. H. B. Chapman, Professor
pr, 0. P, Wells, Dr, J. 0, Jay, Judges
H. E. Daviesand W. E. Curtis, and D. R. Jaques
and 8, P, Nash were the palloearers.

The Cnban cavse will receive & benefit this
evening at Tammany Hall, Seven of the leading
billiard experts 1n the country have volunteerea
thelr services, and the ladies will be 1hus afforded
anorher chance ol witnessing the result of long
practice at a game of #kill that has become the

apular indoor Amusement of the citizens of the
E’nlteﬁ States,

The St. David’s (Welsh) Benefit Soclety held its
annual meetlng yesterday, when the following
oMeers were elected :—President, John L. Davies}
| Vige President, Henry Parry; Treasurer, Willlam
| D, Daviea; Secrerary, Rubert H. Roberts; Stew-
ards, Willlam R, Martin and W. R. Roberis; Di-
rectors, W. Jones, D, H. Morris, D, E, Heese, Ed-
| ward Lumbey and Ed. Richdrd.

BROOKLYN.

There were 354 persons arrested by the police
laat week.

seventeen years of age, quarrelied on Columbla
street, near King, on Sunday night, when the
| former stabbed McGinness in the side, inflicuing a

inful, Lthough not dangerous wonnd. The would-

s uEsassin made good his escape.

There was a meeting of the Bridge Directora
held yesterday alterncon at the ofMce of that com-
pany, ex-Senator H. O. Murphy in the chalr. Mr.
W. 0. Kingsley, from the committee appointed to
conslder the pronosed bill for the action of the
Lemsalature, reported that they had deciaed to
susmit the document to the Board without altern-
tious. Mr. Oarroll axgreuud the oplolon that
thers was some doub

charge toll. It was resolved to make the term of
office of tne future Hoard of Directors two years,
ADd alter some other minor amendments lhe
Board anjourned,

LONG ISLAND.

opened about the 218t inst.
The Jane Moseley, of the Long Branch line, was
yesterday ol to the Quintara line.
Bishop Littlejohn will confirm converts at St.
| John's, Hunters Polnt, on Friday evening next.
| Long lsland City is dissatisfied with its gas sup-
| ply and the city are organizing a new company,
l The Queens county demoerats are preparing jor
! the coarver elecilons on the second Tuesday In
| Aprll
The Taxpayera’ Association of Long Island have

elected Henry Sharkey Presidentand J, H. Living-
ston Secrstary,

Long Isiand Qity taxpayers petition the Common

|
|
' ‘The Ravonswood and Astoria Rallroad will be

| Couneil to oppose the blll for appointment of 1lfe- |

| BAVIDE police on Wharves.
| Thursday ¢vening the cltizens of Jamaica wii

! yote on the proposition to bond the village 1n
$36,000 tor a new schoolhouse, or $£5,000 for im-
provements to the old one.

NEW JERSEY.

In the Court of Quarter Sesslons at Jersey Cliy,
yesterday, John Shea was sent to the County Pen-

ltentiary for three months for larceny; John Buf,
larceny, two months; Edward Hemingion and
Willlam Jones, larceny, three months,

The heaviest portion of the criminal calendar ot
| Hudson county hias yet to be disposed ol Beside
the trial of Hamilton, the deiaulting City ireas

| urer, and Klenen, the delaulting bank secretary,

there remains tha *rinl of Hanr, Gilljean and Cos-
Ivingstone.

The land adjoining the eastero entrance 1o the
pew tunnel ol the Delaware, Lackawanna and
Western Rallrond Company 18 rapidly sinking.
fast as the rubvle stones [rom the eXCAYALIONS Are
depositea tnercou tuey disappear bencath the sur-
face ol the swamp. EMoris are beiog made to 01l
the entire locallty with earth.

Belore lRecorder Bohnsteds, in Hoboken yester-
day, a case of the ownersbip of a valuable horse
came up flor consideration. Mr. Nevius, a prominent
comtractor, and a geotleman from Staten Island,
ay clalm to the animal. The latter claimant'a
Irfends stealthily took tne horse irom the stable al
Weenawken, but they were arrested belore they
could escape, AB the HRecorder dismissed the
case there were various conjeciures as to who the

| legitimate owner is.

The two horse railroads of Hudson connty have
Jjolned handa jor the purpose ol deleatiug the rival
raliroad schemes in the Leglsiature. The two

presidents, Messra, Boon and Keeney, had a long
conference yesterday afiernoom, after which Mr,
Bonn proceeded Lo Trenton. AMr. Rave's bill jor a
new raiiroad passed the lowsr house and had a
second reading in the Senate, and Mr, shecran's
bill will be passed (n the Honse this week. Hath
these raliroad schemes are based on the principle
of cheap trausportation,

An Investigation of the canse of the Increase of
smallpox tn Jersey City shows that there 1a a
wrangle between the Health Inspector and the
County Board of Health on the quesition of vaccl-
nasion.. Kach contends that 1018 the duty of the
other 1o see tast the vaccination s performed,
And consequently the duty 18 neglected n every
Ccase whera it I8 not perforimed by private physis
clans. I the new charter of Jersey Ulvy be passed
the oMoe o1 Health Inspector will be given only to
4 physician who will atiend punctualiy to his

sles,

Willlam Paxton, the last of the gang Arrested
on suspieion of thieving at the Cunard dock, was
discnirged yesterday morning. No c.ew has been
obisined to the whereabouts of the thieves who
ware cnused Jrom the Carolf dock on Friday
nignt, although a close watch is kept over the
wharves, under which (hey disappeared, and
where their boats mnst certainly he lying, The
Canard aud Cardil! companies have agreed to
oifer 4 reward jor information that may Iead toe
s0e arcest ol these robuers, whe will, {1 caught,

@ mass of excited people belng forced ageinst | What I3 necded is move explieit legisiation amd | get a raste of Jeraey justice,

ire nad been given,
whnt would have been the consequence, the doors |

Thomas Hunt and Patrick McGinness, boys |

a8 10 whether the cltjes |
| would make tne briage u public thoroughfare or |

As |

NUNTCIPAL CHANGES,

|
|
|
|
|
|

Resignation of Commissicner George M.
Yan Nort s Commissione.

of Public Works.

i
iFITZ JOHN PORTER HIS SUCCESSOR.
| Correspondence Between the Mayor and
| Mr. Van Nort.

|
!ms RECORD [N THE DEPARTMENT.
|

Toe rumors that have been 80 rife during the
| past two weeks relatlve to the retirement of
George M. Van Nort from the position of Com-
missloper of Public Works crystallized yesterday
Io his resignation from cMce and the appolntment
| of General Filz John Porter as his successor. The
resignation of Mr. Van Nort liad In a4 measare been
anticipated during the day vy the poiiticians, but
| most of them secmed to be considerably at sea as
to who the new Commissioner would be, Many
believed that elther George W. De Forrest, Arthar
| Leary or some other prominent Tammanvite was
| destined to be the coming man, But few, compara-
| tively, put any /aith in the rumor that the place of
| bonor was reserved for General Porter. Althoughit
was quite late io the day when the Mayor received
Mr. Van Nort's letter of resignation and appointed
his successor, tnere was quite a npumber of the
Alde men and other politicians in sne Clty Hall,
+ Who remalned down town longer than usual, with
the hope of learning exactly what was to be done
| by the Mayor. There was considerable exocite-
ment manliested all round when the news finally
| leaked ous, and, judging from the expresslons
made use of as well by the lontigers who hola
public ofMce as by those who hope to very soon,
the appoiniment of General Porter wus not a wei-
come ooe, Un receiving his appolntment General
Porter was at once sworn in by the Mayor. When
asked when he would take charge of the
| Department of I'ublle Works he sald that he
would go to work immediately to-day. Although
| 1t i@ pretiy certain that many changes will be
| made In the department ag soon a8 the new Com-
missioner gets his hand in, he ha.J not as yet, he
salc, determined npon appointiog his colef deputy;
and 1t is the general belief that the present deputy,
Mr, E. P. Barker can hold over if be feels inclined.
| However, 1t 18 quite probable that he, too, wiil re-
gign. Mr. Van Nort and Mr. Barker, it may be
gatd, huve been associated together in the Depart-
| ment of Parks 4nd Works for upwards of eighteen
| years,
| Mr. Van Nort was appointed December 29, 1871,
| to the position he has Jost vacated. He was
Becretary of the Park Department In 1838, and
| was made Comptroiler of it 1n 1870, being sue-

ceeded as Secretary by Mr. Barker. Previous to

his conpection with the Park Department he held

offlce 1n 1858, under Lorenzo Hurroughs, State
| Comptrolier, and was Dcputy Clerk in the Legis-

lature. The following is the correspondence be-
| vween the Mayor and Mr. Van Nort:—

| MR. VAN NORT'S LETTER OF RESIGNATION,
| New Youx, Mareh 1, 1974
Hon. Winwtax H. Wickman, Mayor of the city of New

ork i—
Bin—Herewith I submlit a condensed stalement of the
| trans actions of the Departmant of Public Works for the
period of three yvears, during wluch time I have dis-

| chargen the dutles of Commissloner.

The condition of affairs aud of the public mind at the

time I came Into the office are lou well known to peed
! at my handsa racapitiation.
| Atthat period of transition I was appointed ns the
| supecssor of Mr. Tweed, as Mr. Green was appointed the
rFuccessor ol Mr. Connolly and Mr. Stebbins was ap-

olnted the successor of Mr, Sweeny, Like both ol thess
atter appointees of Mayvor Hall 1 was absolutely fros
from any obligations to or aMintions with the retirine
heads of three of the most lmportant departmeats of the
clty government.

y oiflcinl record will show how fur I have carried
out in my departinent the policy of “retrenchment and
relorin' which was demanded by the taxpayers of this
s represented by the “Committee of Seventy,"
veplad by Mayor Hall In bis last important ap-

pointmenis

Toreduce the current expenditures of the department
| and at the same time not only maintain but promole its
eMeiency required mueh care and labor.

The satlsiactory results herewlth shown have been ac-
complighed amid all the discord wnd lack of harmony
tnat has characterizen the city government during this
perioil.

since my control of the department I have annuslly
made known to the Mayor and Common Counell thi
wants and r:ﬁ:lremcnts of the departmuent: butin most
cases have iatled to receive thal co-operation whicn the

ublic interest seemed to require, leaviog to me alone

e responsibility ot procuring the necessary legis.ation
for the beneflefal working of thls branch’ of the city
gOvernment, a

All the Jeglsiation that has been procured for the de-
partment has been without expense to the eity.

As you are aware, [ have, during the briefterm which
has elapsed slnce you became chier maglstrate of the
elty. rommunicated with you on several subjects of
| wital importance to the eity requiring logisiation.

1 nave explained to you the objeci of public improve-
ments in progress and those in contemplation, and have
discussed with yon the subject ol repavements, and sub.
mitted to vou two several drafts of acts uecessary Lo
provide lor patting the pavements 1 & proper condiijon
on a reasonable and equitable Lasis of expense to the
I..ll'pl}'i_ll'll.

1 have also made known to you the wants of the city
fnelnding the two newly annexed wards, 1n refersnce
10 furnishing an smple supaly of Croton water atevery
point in the whole eity, and submitted to you a draft ot
B0 Act necossary Lo compiete and earcy out the same,
without whici the system of mains alreatly luid and be-
Ing Inid eannot be brought into use, thus defeating the

roject now within the grasp of the eity of tarnishing
¢ Croton water In hodldangs ot great altitode and msuring
an unlimited supply throughout the lower par: of the
city in cass of fdree.

Ithongh suficlent time way oot have elapsed since
| Fou nssimed the duties of your ofice for vou to act on
| these matiers, | am firmily rmwlncniu of the (act that the
|

party now dominant in the city nmd =tate, being at va-

raanes with my views, s unwiliimg to tnvest this depart.

nient, with me at its head, with the power necessary to
| alrry lorward such works to completion,  such heing

the case, it woulid be a grave injustice to the taxpayers
| tor me tocontinus in_a position where thelr interests
| would In any case suffer.

|

|

alry and artiliery, To1858 he was &

tant General, with tbe rank of u%’&zl':..%n
outbreak of tne war he was made Colonel of the
Futo United Siates infautry, and soon afier be
came # Lrigaailer goneral of volunieers, He
directed the stege works belore \u?wwa.
ana Jor his  services on  tne nicka-
howliny was appointed Major General of Vol
unteers and atterward Brigadier Geaeral in
the regular army. He led the retreat of the
Army of the Potomase wnen General

maoved irom Harrison's Lapding, and was tempo
Tariy attuched to General Pope's command aur
1Dg the batties whichk were fought belween the
Huppatannock and Washington. General
found great fault with s nduct while unden
nis command, and made n
of & portion of his oMeial report, and preterred
charges agalonst nim, General T WaA, a8 a result
of this, removed irom his command; bag, ¢ b

| the intervention of General McUlellan, was siter-

ward restored. He then wok part in the Mary-
land campalgn, apd was In command of the re-
serves at the pattle of Antietam. He was

by court martial on the charges preferred net
him by Geueral yope, and, on Jan! a1, was
cashiered irom the army. Since his retire-
mept from the service General Porter has

and 18 now, a resident of New Jersey. Gen
Porler is & democrat 1o poitics.

ME. VAN NORT'S EXHIBIT.
The tollowing 1s an exhibit of the working of the
Department of Puplic Works for the three years
during which Mr. Van Nort has been ln office i

The expenditures of the Department of Public Worka
are divided into three olasses :—

Firnt—txpanditures met by general taxation; for the
maintenance of the Uroton Aq uect,
pipos, street pavements rondways, sewers
IR, Tor Hghting the city with gas, for o8 om-
Elrs)‘rl for turmshing and cleaning public oMees, frea

oating baths, &eo.

Seoml—Expondiiures met by the lesue asstasmant
bonds. and 1or which the city |s reunbu by the coi-
leotion ot assessments. for grading, gvlnﬁ:urﬁlm
teruiv, fNageing, seweriiy and otherw) ump
gireats, ronids and mvenues

Third=—Expenditures inet by the of funded bonds:
for the cxiension and improvement of the cum.?m
system, improvement and alierationa of llll"l# \wh
e.la‘imrununn of storage roservoirs and recons! tlon
i SewWars

The expenditnres on taxation asccount during the
!)n.nl. thiron years were as follows :=—

G ll.m
o i, vecinaive o soanty paE

n 7 exe .

poses and Hphting Twents.third

and Twenty tourth wards.........

Total for thres YORrt....ovieiaeuen

No corlllplrlnun can be made the axpe sin
1860 mo part of which the worl n&w
under the control of this Department were under the

1571 darl it
charge of the sSureet and Uroton Aqueduact artments,
there "“""f no oMeial report irom the &lnﬂlm
ment o January |, 1863, to April 10, 1870, and

1,481,787

! from the Uroton Board from January 1 to April 10, Iﬁn.
1y 1571 the expenditires trom taxation were.. $3,178, 19

| SIBH Gehansiaieiie vk
mi%letlou in 1874 ns compared

The reduction in 1872 a8 compare

Tiwnh{l!?l._ 1lm._ﬂd $L2,78
he reduetion in a8 compare
lehl: ;N?I.t!-l..i...1.!_‘..‘.;‘...........3 1,700,823
e roduction in cumpare
WL ISTL, I8 oy sarernenaronn. sresr  LEDSASE
Total reducton in three years.... §4,707,088
EXIFEXDITURES OX ACCOUNT OF ASE roND.
In 1872, ... it 8705,
In 1574 « 4404573
In I5T4 4,681,443

Total for three FEATE. ...oven-nsras
The expenditures on this account in 18671 were
Reduction In 1873, as compared

MRS

Rewu.!\ {.8?[ A 13,7
auetion 1
with 1871, ... 1,093,856
Reduetion
with 1871..... 856,980
Total reduction in thres years. §4.500,500

The certificates of the ceat of completed im-
rovements transmitted by the Department
tie Board of Assessurs during the

years, and now in preparation for transmis-
BLOM, BIIOUIT 10 e vvariivsnensrasrsnsiararsnss S1LUSEB1T
The following 18 & sumomary of the amount of work
done on street lmprovem :nts durine the I
]
i

past t
years:—ly miles of streetd regniated and uﬂﬂ;aﬂ.
nnes of stréets curbed and gutiered, 40 miles of Ic‘r’
fingged, 22 miles of streets paved with stone blogks,
umles of leiford Mucadam roadways construcied,
miles of sewers built, 10 miles of undnrqrnnud drains,
110 u:_]i}m of culverts bullt and 311 receiving basims com
structed.
EXPENDITURES 0N ACCOUNT OF THE FUNDED DENR
Wanda ke e wan B .. $1,609 813
1,804,511
399,197

,,,,,, seraavrennnnsas b

Total for three FEArE . ......poerpsncsssscssnnsesBhS085H0

E)ltx}elndnurus on account ot the fanded debt I.n"‘.
Biliisanans A EEEES SRR AE R R R RS E AR E RS RE m

Reduoton in 1874 as comparea with

...... mill.ll'l'.m

wi

eanss 1,583,157

Reduction in

Total reduction in three years.................. 04, 500.08
Unuder this head the following work has been dons
gince Januar; 1873 —

l.omplut:l:u’r and b}Inﬂns into uss the s
voir at Hoyd's Corners, of a oapacity of 3

0
000,08
gallons.
Gompleting and bringing into usa the hizh se!
H mviuel, Al layi

servolr at Carma um.ﬁ
e the mlnr to Yorkv|

| and to Murray Hill.

| In 1871 the cost of coliection of Croton w

Hecogmzing, as | did a year since, that with the lack of |

' harmony existing tn the Lty government, embarrassing
and hndering the prosecation of publie improvements
o wnleh the city wns comumitied and for whicn the
property owners hud pu]d large nmounts in assessments,
anl considenng that a harmonious government and tho
Interests of the taxpavers should be the parnmoant
thought and duty ol every official. | intimated my inien-

| tion of resignimg my offfice, and only upon the earneat

solicitation of such taxpayers did 1 consent to remain,
After much thought And earciul considerntion I have
now decided that rather than continug (o ofMies unider so
many embarrassinents doring the lew remaining months
of my term, I prever to rest upon the results already ac.
complished. heretore 1 ao pefeby resign the ofce of
Convnissioner of Pablie Works, to take effect upon the
accession of My successor, and am, very I‘I.'llrcl]'llllr
GEORGE M. VAN NORT
THE MAYOR'S REPLY. 5
Expoumive Deranrusnt,
New Vonx, March 1, 1875 i
Hon. Geonge M. Vax Mot

K,
| date, submitting a condensed statement of the transac.
tions of the Department of Publie Works for the threa
yeurs during which vou have been the Commoissioner,
and resigning the office rather than continue in it under
the elrenmsmnees to which you call my atendon.

I was not unprepared for the communieation ; in fact,
inthmations made by You In a number of recent con-
varsitions had led me to expecc bt But T none (ho less
regret that the ciroomsiances of the present politieal
sitntion should so sertonsly affect tne vsetulness of a
distinguished pulilic servant as to seem 0 oim to make
his voiuneary witndrawal from office a duty to the com-

its,
| "q'lm diftieuities and obstructions you have had to con-
| tend agains: have been manifest.  But so [nr A8 my per-
| wonal knowledze of your administration of the depart-
| ment extends it has been efficient, and nothing his been

brought Loy offieial potice which impairs your repu-
talion lor integrily,

Cartainly, I have cbserved no depanmznt of the city
| government which 14 g0 well anInnlm a8 vours has
| been, or iu whish pusiness hns beet conducted with
| such thorough aystesh and such_oxeellont methods as

have been pursaed In your ofee and in the several
bureaus atached to it
| Your sucoessor has nnusual opportunities in beginning
his term of sorviee with the advantages which your
| training ana skiil as an administeative oMeer have in
| these respects prepared tor im.

With many thanks for the courteous conslderation and
| attention which rot have uaiformly extended to me
| during onr oMoldl interconrse, and ‘with renewed as-

SUFANCRS O ng‘ pest wishes for your continued waolfare,
| Tam, respectruily, Wh . WICK HAM, Mayor.

GENERAL PORTER'S APPOINTMENT,
The following ts General Porter's gppointment,
which was panded to him by the Mayor lmme-

4 N
| diately after Mf. Van Nort had received the | mon I'leus,

. Wh
| $tated tnat he would submis-his written evidencs

Mayor's reply to bis letter ol resignation:—

| Exrourive DErartaiexe,
Crry Havk, Mxw Yors, March 1, 1878,
1, Willam H. Wickham, Mayor of the city ot New
| York, by virtue ot the power confarred upon me by
chapter 30 of the Lawa of 1574, heing “An aet to amend
chaptar §36 of the Laws ol 1874, endtlea “An act to re.
organize the loeal government of the city of Sew York,®
| opassed April 30, 1878 awd the acis amendatory thereol,"
do herehy appoint Fite Jony Porter 1o be Commissioner
of Fublic Works ot the oity of Sew York in the plage of
Georke M. Van Nort resigned, and tur the uinexpired
torm of sald George M, Van knrl. which terminates on
tho #th diay of December, 1875,
WILLIAM H. WICKITAM,

General Porter's surety will be August Belmont

or Edward Cooper.

THE NEW COMMIRSTONER.

ter, 18 & pative of New Hampsiire.
at West Point in
second heutenancy in the Fourth artillery.

| The new Commlsamner. General Fitz John Por.
He graduated
1846, when he received a brovet
In the

AR 511 have receive vour communication of this |

munity which he has served so long and with notable .

| others, appeared, but * as excused

war with Mexico he so Jdisuinguished himsell in
several battles oy his travery, that he was bre

veted captatn, and atterward major,

Aftar that

WAL ne became assiatant insgracior of avtiliery st

West Polnt,

In 1853 he was made Ad/niant ol the

., Post, and (o 1804 Was ussietant instructor ot cav-

| Saving ino office rentiec.....

ervoir on tne milddie branch o var, ta
hola §,900,000,000 gallons, and Ty &hu. mateq
and specifications for the whole work, which was let by
contract on the 28th of October s

In conneation with the alteration) of the aquednot on
Tenth uvenus: thers were 2,735 pleces of &8-ing pw re.
ceived at the yard, tested and delivered on the workt
#2,000 lineal teet of 4%inch pipe laid, 59,800 cubte yards
toundation aud protection walls budt, 80,000 un?l.c ards
of earth filled (n, 10, limeal feot ot sswers bullt, I2scota
of fron gates tor 44-inch mﬂm mli nd gluruhuud for
gate houses ot Ninaty-second street and 113th street. and
Eule houses ;m-u{ constructed.

The water was lel into the pipes on the 18th of Decem-
per last. The city will be reimbursad for of the
expensss ol this wor by the sale of the NOW OCe
pied by the aqueduet, and it mmy retm
througn logisiation authorizing au assosam on ad.

tha samo to the north tend ol
Purenasing the land tor the dam of & _new storage res
ire nasing :I-!'x:n sl L4

8
| joining property tor thatpart of the work which apper-

tains o the repulatng aud gradiog of Teath syenue,
between Minety-second and 115to strecis; also of NMnety-
seoond street, between Ninth and lenth avenues

The lani to be sold embraces about saventy

buliding lots, valued at §4,000 eacn, making

T Y S e e . §880.00
The assessment for grading and sewering will
BEALOUR. cos v snisaivississnsnssnsirsnansnssanns 700,000
Making the relmbursement to the elty.......  $980,000
F m"'ﬁ':’?-f:r""r:%?;-:'nﬁﬁ n.x; p
rom Oroto! -
ping plpes in 1872 .. ooeonis ouss S oonee BL006,040
rrr.im Lr:nun wlater rent, penalties and tap- Laz8081
plug plpes 1o B T S LTI LT
From Uroton waler rent, peoalties and tap-
Ping pipes in 1. coveiiirinanariireraracene.s 1361887
Total for three years cravsrsssansses G 1T, 404
Amount collectad durin preceding
7T T ‘e A crssees  B072.078
Increase of revenus for three years..... $554,761
From vault and sewer permits, sales ot #4
material, &c,. 1872, ..., savsesusrarsarprears 04,153
From vault and sewer permits, sales of old
materiul, ., InIBTE.. . (. corveries siransabias 17,58
From vault and sewer permifs, sales of oid
matorinl, 0., 10 1806, oeiiiiiiiiin srannnssnns R1,508
W —
Total for three Fears.....c.cicoeus $203, 704

revenne wias
In 1802 1t was reduoced to.......
In 15781t was roduced to......
In 1574 It wam redueed 10,, ...ouiivrnmmnienss
The revenue collected by the doputmn?,n together
witn that turned over for collection to the Clerk of Ar-
rears, ol the unexpenaed balances of appropriations
returned (o the genvral fund, may be col erod as an
offset to the expendttures on account of the funded debi,

ani show the following result :—
Expenditures on secount ol the funded debs
tor 1472, 1578 and 1874 ..., = .. SAN0807
Revenue Irom Uroton water. . e
Revehne from miscellaneous
U s csnesssnrare saassmasinnasin
Arrears of water rent, which are s
MABTL 00 PrODBETEY .o ciiannns
Unexhendoed balances of appropria.
'f‘.fn# returiied  to the genersl
e iiavsvamannoning

nd|u of

Showing a surplus over
the funded

the department on moe
niem Ir‘ur threin yur;l uhdu mw
nather saving, whie # not rupon

of the |1r|'|nrlml'“;n. has been effeo) ﬂm
the oMeers of the da]urlmnt to the City Hall amount
Lo to S20,000 sunually, formerly paid for offies rent.
The removal ook nlace May i.'u.;} 1574, and saving to
January lst. 1575 amoants to $50,060

The reduetion (nthe axpenditures of the aepartment,
and the Incresse in revenue collected, during tne past
throe lynn. #s comparod with the year I8TL,
\I-mn the saving in office rent, may be summarized .
awsi
R I from taxation .... $4,787,008

assesiDent

ne
Reaunotion 1 expendiiures from

Rednction in expemiitures from Mnded bonda
Inercase in revenue irom Croton water........
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INVESTIGATING GREEN.

THE ALDERMANIO COMMITTER ADJOURN OVER
TO THIS AFTERNOON.

Owing 0 the storm yesterday several of the
most \mportant witnesses who bhad been sum-
moned to testlfy befors the special Aldermanfe
committee as to what they knew acout the mis-
conduct of Green as Comptroller were nnabile %9
attend the session of the commistes. Mr. A,
Oakey Hall, who had been subpeensed among

o

the ex
onn

PP TP TT T P

unsil to-aay,
Court of Com:
0 waa also preseas,

A8 lie hid 1o attend Lo a ¢ase lo the
Mr. Wale

(ander oath) wWhich was taken at the |gst session
of_the committee when the commitiee had ne
ofM¢ial sienographer to take down the testimony,
The names ol Mr. Van Nort and Mr. John Wheeler

were called but thers was no mno;n. A mes
senger was scnt for Mr. Van Nort, who sent back
WOTd thAL e WAS very busy but Would apPear In
hall an bour's time. A télegram was 1ved

from Mr. Haskin, another witness, (oAt he was
detuined ae White 1" It bewnyg evident to the
commities tiat the witnesses could Dot bégol
pefore them, an adjournment Wwas taken antl

| day at nmu-past one o'clock.

ST. PATRICK'S DAY IN NEW JERSEY.

The arrangements ior the celebration of St
Patrick's Doy have been completed by the Irish
societien of Jersey City, Hoboken and other parts

ot Hudson county. Twenly-six societies will be

represented. Tuomas Lyonco will be Grama Mars
| anal, Wiham Farrell First Ald, snd James Mo

Cormack Second Atd,  An invitation has been ex-

tendaed to the Emerald Zouaves (o join in the pro-
| cession wnd the right of Lthe line will be extended
o them. The Knights of St Patrick wnd the
Friendly #ous of Ireland will hold banguets in the
evening.
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